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Catechesis makes the proclamation
of the passion, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ
continually resound in the heart of every person,
so that life may be transformed.

A dynamic and complex reality at the service of the Word of God,
catechesis is accompaniment, education and formation
in the faith and for the faith,
an introduction to the celebration of the Mystery,
illumination and interpretation of human life and history.
By harmoniously integrating these characteristics,
catechesis expresses the richness of its essence and offers its
specific contribution to the pastoral mission of the Church.

Directory for Catechesis, 55.
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you have taught the hearts of your faithful.
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“HOW TO USE” THE LEADER’S GUIDE
to the DIRECTORY FOR CATECHESIS:

Thank you for your leadership role
in your catechetical community. Your
role as leader is indispensable as you
break open the riches of the Directory
for Catechesis for your diocesan or par-
ish catechetical community. Prayer,
study, and reflection will prepare

you to select themes for each session,
depending on prior formation and
availability of participants.

This Leader’s Guide is a companion
to, and not a substitute for, your
personal reading and group reflection
on the Directory for Catechesis. You will
get the most out of this companion
resource as you set aside time to read
and reflect on the text of the Directory
for Catechesis and become familiar
with its overall vision, its themes and
emphases, and its distinct language.

The Holy Spirit is the soul of the
evangelizing Church, notes the
Directory for Catechesis. As you lead
group discussions begin each session
with a Prayer to the Holy Spirit.
Include moments of silent reflection
on the Word of God and common
prayers of intercession and suitable
hymns at the beginning and end of
each session. Conclude each session
with the Word of God and prayers of
thanksgiving and intercession for the
catechetical needs of the community.

In each unit of this Leader’s Guide,
you will find the following:

v Objectives and Outcomes to shape
the focus of each session.

v" Overview of Key Themes to
guide the content of a leaders’
presentation.

v" Quotes from key passages in the
Directory for Catechesis that high-
light its main teachings and vocab-
ulary (Learn from the Directory for
Catechesis).

v Discussion Questions for use in
small or large group discussions.
Ensure that small groups have
opportunities to share their discus-
sions with the entire group.

v' Journal Notes provides space for
leaders and participants to record
responses to discussion questions
and personal and group insights.

¢ In the weeks/days before each group

session:

v" You may want to prepare a personal
invitation to participants. This
invitation communicates the practi-
cal details of the discussion sessions
and includes the importance and
value of reading and discussing the
Directory for Catechesis. Your per-
sonal reflection as a catechetical
leader on how the time of study
and group discussion will enrich a
participant’s catechetical ministry
at the service of the community is
essential to engaging participation.
Your dedication to ongoing forma-
tion is a compelling witness to the
importance of catechist formation
as missionary disciples of Christ.



v Be sure to set aside time for your

own personal prayer and reflection
as you prepare to lead each session.
Prepare copies of handouts for each
session.

To engage adults in active learning
and discussion, a session may begin
with a brief overview by the leader
or start with time for discussion fol-
lowed by a presentation. Based on
your knowledge of the participants’
background, level of engagement in
catechetical ministry and available
time, you could determine the best
approach with each group.
Building community among the
catechists in your diocese/parish is
a key outcome encouraged by this
Leader’s Guide. Through common
reading, reflection, and discussion,
catechists discover their shared
vocation and offer support to one
another in the joys and challenges
of their ministry.

As leader, your responsibilities for
each session include the following:

« Begin and conclude each ses-
sion with prayer.

« Explain the purpose, objec-
tives, outcomes, and format of
each session.

« Present the key themes for
the session. (Overview of Key
Themes)

« Invite questions during your
presentation.

+ Encourage participants to
make connections between
themes in the Directory for
Catechesis and ministry in the
diocese, parish, or school.

« Facilitate interactive adult
learning through focused

discussions in small groups
with discussion questions from
those provided in this guide.

« Allow for small groups to share
their discussions with the
larger group.

« Summarize the main points of
your presentation and group
discussions.

« Invite final comments or ques-
tions on the session themes.

« Assign readings for the next
session with reminders of date/
time/location of upcoming
sessions.

« Lead a brief evaluation of the
session.

+ Leader’s checklist before each session:

v Inform or remind participants

of the date/time/location of the
session. You may want to include
your personal witness on the value
and benefits of ongoing catechist
formation in all invitations and
reminders.

Copy/scan handouts for
distribution.

Prepare for prayer at the beginning
and conclusion of each session.
Invite volunteers to assist with vari-
ous practical needs and preparations
for each session.

Most importantly, take time to pray
and open your heart and mind to
the guidance of the Holy Spirit

as you learn from the Directory for
Catechesis and prepare to lead partic-
ipants in a renewed understanding
of, commitment to, and enthusiasm
for catechetical ministry.



MY NOTES:




UNIT 1 - INTRODUCTION

OPENING PRAYER - Prayer to the
Holy Spirit

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful.
And kindle in them the fire of your love.
Send forth your Spirit and they shall be created.
And you will renew the face of the earth.

Lord, by the light of the Holy Spirit
you have taught the hearts of your faithful.
In the same Spirit help us to relish what is right
and always rejoice in your consolation.

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The English translation of the Prayer to the Holy Spirit from A Book of
Prayers © 1982, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc.

(ICEL). All rights reserved.

Welcome to the Leader’s Guide to the
Directory for Catechesis.

The Leader’s Guide you hold in your hand

is a companion resource to the Directory for
Catechesis published by the Pontifical Council
for the Promotion of the New Evangelization
in June 2020. Like any guide, this resource

is offered as a roadmap or a trusted tool. It

is meant as an informative and instructive
guide, not a substitute, for your own reading
and prayerful reflection on the Directory for
Catechesis. It aims to prepare you to lead others
to discover the tremendous gift and responsibil-
ity of catechetical ministry in the Church. What
a privilege it is to participate in the Church’s
age-old ministry of catechesis centered on the
invitation to accept the Good News of Jesus’
life, death, and resurrection by which God rec-
onciles us to Himself, enabling our friendship
with Him in the power of the Holy Spirit.

This Leader’s Guide is more than a textbook or
manual. The goal of this resource is to invig-
orate catechetical ministry by the light of the
Holy Spirit, soul of the evangelizing Church,
by preparing catechetical leaders who are

missionary disciples who form catechists to be
missionary disciples who, in turn, invite oth-
ers to a personal, living, and life-transforming
encounter with Jesus Christ within the commu-

nity of the Church.

A catechist is a lifelong Christian disciple who
seeks to grow daily in knowledge and love of the
Word of God with dedication to forming others
through personal witness to Jesus Christ in the
power of the Holy Spirit. This Leader’s Guide
embodies the priority given to catechist forma-
tion in the Directory for Catechesis, which states:
“Formation sets as its goal, in the first place,
making catechists aware that as baptized persons
they are true missionary disciples, meaning active
participants in evangelization, and on this basis
are enabled by the Church to communicate the
Gospel and to accompany and educate believers

in the faith” (DC 132).

The Directory for Catechesis notes that catechist
formation involves being a catechist before
acting as a catechist. Dimensions of catechist
formation are identified as such: being and
“knowinghow to be with” others, biblical-theolog-
ical formation, understanding human beings
and their social context, and pedagogical and
methodological formation. This Leader’s Guide
is one tool for the formation of catechetical
leaders and catechists that reflects the priority
given to initial and ongoing catechist formation
in the Directory for Catechesis.

The renewal of catechesis in every age is
entrusted to bishops, pastors, and lay men and
women who answer the call to serve all mem-
bers of the faith community through the various
tasks, phases, and moments of catechesis. As

a catechetical leader, you have answered the

call to the privileged task of leading the dedi-
cated catechists serving your community to a
renewed understanding and living out of their
vocation as catechists. The renewal of your faith



community depends on revitalized, vibrant
ministries of evangelization and catechesis that
build up and strengthen the community of

the Church that “exists in a permanent state

of mission.” With this in mind, this Leader’s
Guide is offered to assist you in the vital task of
leading your catechetical community in study,
reflection, and group discussion on the Directory
for Catechesis.

OBJECTIVES:

«  Understand the history of the Directory
for Catechesis;

«  Understand the purpose of the Directory
for Catechesis, as explored in the Preface
and Introduction;

«  Understand the overarching framework
of the Directory for Catechesis; and

« Reflect on challenges particular to cat-
echesis, as outlined in the presentation
that accompanied the publication of the
Directory for Catechesis.

OUTCOMES: By the end of this unit a partic-
ipant will be able to:

« Understand and articulate the his-
tory and purpose of the Directory for
Catechesis;

+  Explain the Directory’s overall emphasis
on locating catechesis within the evange-
lizing mission of the Church; and

+  Reflect on pastoral mindsets that chal-
lenge catechetical ministry today and
could be overcome in light of the vision
of the Directory for Catechesis.

History of the Directory for Catechesis:

The Preface to the Directory for Catechesis out-
lines the history of this catechetical document
that begins with the event of the Second
Vatican Council. Saint Pope John Paul 11
noted that the event and the documents of the

Second Vatican Council are “a gift of the Spirit
to His Church,” a “great grace bestowed on

the Church in the 20th century,” and a “sure
compass by which to take our bearings in the
century now beginning.”

The genre of a catechetical directory in which
the Church presents theological and pastoral
principles regarding the nature, purpose, and
tasks of catechesis emerged from the Second
Vatican Council’s Decree on the Pastoral Office

of Bishops. In that conciliar document, the
Council Fathers expressed the desire that
“general directories be prepared treating of the
care of souls for the use of both bishops and
pastors. Thus they will be provided with certain
methods which will help them to discharge
their own pastoral office with greater ease and
effectiveness. There should be prepared also a
particular directory concerning the pastoral care
of special groups of the faithful as the different
circumstances of individual nations or regions
require” (Christus Dominus, 44).

The first document in response to this call of
the Second Vatican Council was the General
Catechetical Directory, approved by Saint Paul
VI and published in March 1971. Following
the publication of the Catechism of the Catholic
Church in 1992, a second document was pre-
sented in the General Directory for Catechesis,
approved by Saint John Paul II and published in
August 1997. The 2020 Directory for Catechesis,
the third of its kind, stands in dynamic conti-
nuity with the two catechetical directories that
preceded it. Its vision and themes are framed
by the 2012 Synod on The New Evangelization
for the Transmission of the Christian Faith, and
the Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium,
of Pope Francis who approved the Directory for
Catechesis on March 23, 2020, for subsequent
publication on June 24, 2020, by the Pontifical
Council for the Promotion of the New
Evangelization.



As you take time to read the history of the
Directory for Catechesis in the Preface and
Introduction, you will see that this catechetical
document is written in dynamic continuity
with the two catechetical directories that came
before it. Catechetical leaders, catechists, and
evangelists will discover in this third catecheti-
cal directory the entire wealth of the Church’s
teachings on evangelization and catechesis since
the Second Vatican Council.

Purpose of the Directory for Catechesis:

The Directory for Catechesis from the Pontifical
Council for the Promotion of the New
Evangelization arrived at a timely moment in
June 2020 as Christians everywhere struggled
through a pandemic-ridden world. Two papal
phrases frame the text - “The Church exists to
evangelize,” of Saint Paul VI, and “I am a mis-
sion,” of Pope Francis.

The central purpose of the Directory for
Catechesis is to present fundamental theolog-
ical-pastoral principles of the ministry of the
Word, that is, catechesis, while responding to
current historical contexts, social conditions,
and the cultural forces that shape the Church’s
communication of the living mystery of God
today (Introduction, 10). Addressed primarily to
those engaged in catechetical ministry, namely,
bishops, pastors, catechists, parents, and teach-
ers, this catechetical document invites the faith-
ful on a journey of reflection on the nature,
tasks, sources, contexts, content, and methods
of catechesis in the contemporary world. As a
document of the universal Church, it encour-
ages the drafting or revision of national directo-
ries that attend to local catechetical opportuni-
ties and challenges in particular churches.

In three major parts divided across twelve chap-
ters, the Directory for Catechesis highlights key

elements that permeate all catechetical activities:

witness, mercy, and dialogue. The text affirms
the age-old, perennial nature and purpose of
catechesis and highlights the vocation and
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formation of catechists. Several new emphases
are also proposed: the primacy of the kerygma

in all catechetical activities; the dynamic pro-
cess of evangelization, and catechesis within

it, as a spiritual action above all; the baptismal
catechumenate as inspiration for all catechetical
activities; the pedagogy of God that inspires the
pedagogy of the Church in catechetical tasks of
initiation, education, and ongoing formation in
Christian discipleship; inculturation of cat-
echesis; catechesis in, with, and of the family; cat-
echesis in a digital culture, the globalization of
culture; bioethical issues that impact catechesis;
the “way of beauty” in catechesis; and catechesis
that accompanies, with mercy, the poor, persons
with disabilities, migrants, and prisoners.

The presentation of a new Directory for Catechesis
on June 24, 2020, occurred three months after
its approval on March 23, 2020, the liturgical
memorial of 16" century Saint Turibius of
Mogrovejo, bishop and model catechist. In

the intervening months between its approval
and its publication, Catholics across the uni-
versal Church endured the unprecedented

and devastating effects of a global pandemic.
As the Church seeks to meet the spiritual and
temporal needs of a post-pandemic world, this
Directory for Catechesis is a providential guide to
a renewed proclamation of the Gospel of Jesus
Christ unfolding in the new evangelization and
in that one remarkable dimension within it,
that is the ministry of catechesis.

Overarching framework and major parts of the
Directory for Catechesis:

In a perfect synthesis of old and new elements,
the Directory confirms the close link between
evangelization and catechesis that unites the
Church’s faithful and joyful witness to the
Gospel core, the kerygma, to ongoing formation,
education, and maturation of living faith within
a community of believers.

As the Introduction notes, the criterion that
guided the writing of the Directory for Catechesis



is “the desire to explore the role of catechesis

in the dynamic of evangelization” (DC 5).

The Preface and the Introduction highlight

the evangelizing mission of the Church as the
overarching framework for all forms and stages
of an evangelizing catechesis. Following Pope
Francis’ teaching in Evangelii Gaudium on the
distinctive characteristics of catechesis set within
a missionary perspective, the Directory connects
catechesis more clearly and directly to the evan-
gelizing proclamation of the Gospel to adults,
youth and young adults, and children today.

In the words of Pope Francis: “we have redis-
covered the fundamental role of the first
announcement or kerygma, which needs to be
the center of all evangelizing activities and all
efforts at church renewal ... this first procla-
mation is called ‘first’ not because it exists at
the beginning and can then be forgotten or
replaced by other more important things. It is
first in a qualitative sense because it is the prin-
cipal proclamation, the one we must hear again
and again in different ways, the one we must
announce one way or another throughout the
process of catechesis, at every level and moment
... All Christian formation consists of entering
more deeply into the kerygma, which is reflected
in and constantly illumines, the work of cat-
echesis ... ()t is the message capable of respond-
ing to the desire for the infinite which abides
in every human heart” (Evangelii Gaudium, 164

- 165).

In the words of the Directory for Catechesis, “the
primacy of the kerygma, to the point of leading
us to propose a kergymatic catechesis, does not
distract at all from the value of mystagogy or
from the witness of charity.... Proclaiming the
Gospel is witnessing to an encounter that keeps
the focus on Jesus Christ, the Son of God,
incarnate in the history of humanity, in order
to bring to fulfillment the revelation of the
Father’s saving love” (Preface).

Kerygmatic catechesis, that is, the proclamation

and lived witness to the kerygma in all catechet-
ical activities, is nothing less than the loving,
joyful sharing of the Good News of the incar-
nation, life, death, and resurrection of Jesus
Christ as an invitation to live a transformed life
of Christian faith within the community of the
Church. As the Introduction notes, catechesis
accompanies a dynamic process of internaliza-
tion of the Gospel involving the whole person
in his or her life experience in light of the
mystery of God’s revelation in Jesus Christ, a
spiritual action that is the original and neces-
sary form of inculturation of the faith.

“At the heart of catechesis we find, in essence,

a Person, the Person of Jesus of Nazareth,”
wrote Saint John Paul II (Catechesi Tradendae,
5). At the center of the Directory for Catechesis
stands the Person of Jesus Christ, whose incar-
nation, life, death, and resurrection grounds
the context, the content, and the methods of

a kerygmatic catechesis of children, youth, young
adults, and adults in the midst of contemporary
culture.

The three major parts of the Directory for
Catechesis “develop the catechetical journey
under the primacy of evangelization.” Part One
frames catechesis within the Church’s mission
of evangelization. Part Two focuses on the iden-
tity, tasks, sources, inculturation, and process of
catechesis, the pedagogy of God which inspires
the pedagogy of the Church, the Catechism of
the Catholic Church, and catechesis in the lives of
persons and groups such as the family, children,
youth, young adults, adults, the elderly, persons
with disabilities, migrants, and prisoners. Part
Three reflects on catechesis in the concrete
expressions of ecclesial life across cultures,
ecclesial traditions, geographical settings, and
the opportunities and challenges posed by a
globalized digital culture and various current
bioethical issues. The Directory concludes by pre-
senting organizations at the service of catechesis
(Introduction 7-10).



Pastoral mindsets that impede catechetical
ministry today:

The Directory for Catechesis was presented to

the universal Church at a press conference at
the Vatican on June 24, 2020. During that
press conference, Archbishop Rino Fisichella,
President of the Pontifical Council for the
Promotion of the New Evangelization, pre-
sented an overview of the current needs of the
Church that gave birth to an updated catechet-
ical directory. He spoke of the globalization of
culture, the phenomenon of digital culture, the
“way of beauty” in catechesis, and other pastoral
needs and opportunities for catechesis carried
out within the evangelizing mission of the

Church.

Archbishop Fisichella noted three pastoral
mindsets that require a “pastoral conversion”

to free catechesis from certain barriers that
obstruct its effectiveness. First, the “school
model” that reduces the ministry and tasks of
catechesis to the school room, school calen-

dar year, and school instruction by a teacher.
Second, the tendency to reduce catechesis to

a condition for reception of a particular sac-
rament of initiation without care for ongoing
formation in a sacramental way of life once
initiation is complete. Third, a mindset that
overlooks a comprehensive and consistent
liturgical catechesis on the sacraments of initia-
tion for fear of losing youth who are required to
participate in sacramental preparation programs
for completion of sacramental initiation.

The publication of a new Directory for Catechesis
is an opportunity to reflect on pastoral mind-
sets that call for a “pastoral conversion” and
the particular challenges that impede catechet-
ical ministry in your local catechetical setting.
The full text of the Vatican press conference
may be found at this link - http:
va/ content/salastampa/en/bollettino/pubbli-

c0/2020/06/25/200625¢.html

press.vatican.
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1. Share one insight gained from your reading
of the historical background of the Directory for
Catechesis (Preface).

2. How might your catechetical ministry be
renewed and shaped by the Directory’s presenta-
tion of the overarching framework of catechesis
within the evangelizing mission of the Church?

3. What does it mean to engage in a kergymatic
catechesis in all forms and stages of catechetical
activity! How might you become a better evange-
lizing catechist?

4. Based on your reading of the Introduction,
article 4, share your insights on six perspectives
that form a narrative thread throughout the
Directory for Catechesis.

5. Based on the overview of themes in the parts
and chapters of the Directory for Catechesis, share
particular topics that are of interest and rele-
vance to your catechetical ministry today.

6. In light of Archbishop Fisichella’s reflections
at the presentation of the Directory for Catechesis,
identify specific challenges to your catechetical
ministry? How might this catechetical document
help you overcome those challenges?


http://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/en/bollettino/pubblico/2020/06/25/200625c.html
http://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/en/bollettino/pubblico/2020/06/25/200625c.html
http://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/en/bollettino/pubblico/2020/06/25/200625c.html

JOURNAL NOTES - space for participant to record responses/insights:

CLOSING PRAYER - Gospel reading of the
day and spontaneous prayer guided by leader or
participant.
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UNIT 2: CHAPTERS I AND 11
Revelation and Its Transmission; Identity of Catechesis

OPENING PRAYER - Prayer to the
Holy Spirit

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful.
And kindle in them the fire of your love.
Send forth your Spirit and they shall be created.
And you will renew the face of the earth.

Lord, by the light of the Holy Spirit
you have taught the hearts of your faithful.
In the same Spirit help us to relish what is right

and always rejoice in your consolation.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The English translation of the Prayer to the Holy Spirit from A Book of
Prayers © 1982, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc.
(ICEL). All rights reserved.

OBJECTIVES:

+» Understand the nature of Revelation and
its transmission in Tradition and Sacred
Scripture;

¢ Understand the phases of the ecclesial
process of evangelization and its stages
and phases as the work of the Holy Spirit
in our time;

¢ Understand the baptismal catechumenate
as a source of inspiration for all catecheti-
cal activities;

+ Understand kerygmatic catechesis as an
essential dimension of every moment of
catechesis, as act and content of proclama-
tion; and

¢ Understand the identity, tasks, and
sources of the ecclesial act of catechesis
within the evangelizing mission of the

Church.
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OUTCOMES: By the end of this unit a partic-
ipant will be able to:

Articulate key theological principles
presented in Chapters I and II of the
Directory for Catechesis;

Reflect on and share pastoral applications
of the theological principles regarding
Revelation and its transmission, the
ecclesial process of evangelization, and the
identity, tasks, and sources of catechesis.

OVERVIEW OF KEY THEMES FOR A
LEADERS’ PRESENTATION:

Revelation and its transmission in the life of

the Church (Chapter I)

>

>

>

Divine Revelation is the initiative of
God’s loving plan of salvation to reconcile

humanity to friendship with God. (11 - 14)
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, brings

revelation to completion by fulfilling it
through the Paschal Mystery of his life,

death, and glorious resurrection. (15 - 16)

Christian faith is the human response

to divine revelation. Two dimensions of
faith as the human response to God’s love
revealed in Jesus Christ - trustful aban-
donment to God (fides qua) and assent to

all God has revealed (fides quae). (17 - 21)

Four dimensions of the Christian proc-
lamation that communicates the divine
plan of revelation - a mystery of love, the
revelation of God as Trinity, the offer of
salvation to all people through the Paschal
mystery of Jesus Christ, and the definitive
call to reunite scattered humanity into the

Church. (14)



» The living transmission of divine reve-

lation unfolds in Tradition and Sacred

Scripture. (22 - 27)

Evangelization is the “grace and vocation
proper to the Church, her deepest iden-
tity. She exists in order to evangelize”
(Pope Paul VI, Evangelii Nuntiandi, 14). (28
- 30)

Evangelization makes the encounter with
Jesus Christ concrete in the lives of per-
sons in their personal, cultural, and social
contexts. The ultimate aim of evangeliza-
tion is the fulfillment of human life - the
salvation or divinization of humanity. (DC

29 - 30)

The ecclesial process of evangelization
unfolds in overlapping aspects and phases
that correspond to the catechumenal
process: a first stage is missionary activ-
ity ad gentes, embodied in witness, first
proclamation, and a time of inquiry and
maturation. Then a period of catechesis
of Christian initiation that offers a basic,
essential, organic, systematic, and integral
formation in faith. Followed by pastoral
action and ongoing formation in the
Christian life through knowledge of
Sacred Scripture, liturgical catechesis and
the experience of the sacraments, and
charitable witness. Each stage of evangeli-
zation corresponds to stages and periods
of the catechumenate that carry out the
ministry of the word of God, to which all
are invited and engaged. (31 - 37)

The Holy Spirit is the soul of the evange-
lizing Church that exists “in a permanent
state of mission.” Catechesis is shaped

by a spirituality of the new evangeliza-
tion that takes shape in the Church’s

life in three areas: ordinary pastoral care
in Christian communities, the bap-

tized whose lives are not shaped by the
demands of Baptism, and those who do

15

not know or have rejected Jesus Christ.

(38 - 41)

The relationship of Gospel and culture
as a perennial challenge for the Church.
The imperative of the evangelization of
cultures and the inculturation of faith in
evangelization and catechesis. (42 - 47)

Three “accents” in catechesis at the service
of the new evangelization: catechesis “in a
missionary going forth,” catechesis under
the sign of mercy, and catechesis as a “lab-
oratory of dialogue.” (48 - 54)

Identity of Catechesis (Chapter 1)

» Catechesis, as an ecclesial act, arises from

Jesus’ missionary mandate (Matthew 28:
19 -20) and unfolds as a dynamic and com-
plex reality at the service of the Word of
God. Catechesis is a privileged stage in the
process of evangelization. (55 - 56)

Kerygmatic catechesis responds to the
needs of the present time as an essential
dimension of every moment of catechesis.
At the center of the kerygma is the Lord
Jesus, who manifests God’s loving mercy
and reconciles us to God by saving death
and resurrection, enabling communion
with the Father in the power of the Holy
Spirit. Kerygma is both the act of proc-
lamation and the content of the procla-
mation itself, with a personal and social

content. (57 - 60)

The baptismal catechumenate is a source
of inspiration for catechesis in three
aspects: a catechumenate in the strict
sense for the unbaptized child, young
adult or adult, a catechumenate for those
seeking full sacramental initiation, and a
catechesis of catechumenal inspiration that
takes on its style and formative dyna-
mism. Such a catechesis is characterized
as Paschal, initiatory, liturgical, ritual,
symbolic, communal, and marked by



ongoing conversion and witness and the
progression of a formative experience of

faith. (61 - 65)

The center of all catechetical activity is
the invitation and deepening of the living
encounter of the whole person with

the person of Jesus Christ. The goals of
catechesis are marked by a Trinitarian-
Christocentricity rooted in the baptismal

confession of faith. (75 - 78)

The five tasks of catechesis are identified
as: leading to knowledge of the faith, initi-
ating into the celebration of the Mystery,
forming for life in Christ, teaching prayer,
and introduction to community life.
Formation in missionary discipleship
permeates all five tasks of catechesis. (79

- 89)

The seven sources of catechesis are the

Word of God in Sacred Scripture and

Sacred Tradition, the Magisterium, the

liturgy, the testimony of the saint and mar-

tyrs, theology, Christian culture, and the

« ”» . . . .
way of beauty,” or the via pulchritudinis.

(90 - 109)

kinship with the son of God. What news
is more beautiful than this? God on
earth and man in heaven.” (13, cf. John
Chrysostom)

Jesus Christ, with his life, is the fullness
of Revelation: “he is the complete mani-
festation of God’s mercy, and at the same
time of the call to love that is in the heart
of humanity ... Entering into communion
with Him and following him confers full-
ness and truth upon human life.” (15)

Evangelization is therefore a reality that is
“rich, complex, and dynamic,” and in its
development incorporates various possi-
bilities: witness and proclamation, word
and sacrament, inner change and social
transformation. All of these actions are
complementary and enrich one another.
The Church continues to carry out this
task with an immense variety of experi-
ences of proclamation, continually urged

on by the Holy Spirit. (16)

Faith implies a profound existential
transformation wrought by the Spirit, a
metanoia that “manifests itself at all levels
of the Christian’s existence: in his interior

LEARN FROM THE DIRECTORY FOR
CATECHESIS:

» “All that the Church is, all that the

life of adoration and acceptance of the
divine will, in his active participation in
the mission of the Church, in his married

Church does, finds its ultimate founda-
tion in the fact that God, in his goodness
and wisdom, wanted to reveal the mystery
of his will by communicating himself to
human beings.” (11)

“God has shown himself. In person. And
now the way to him is open. The novelty
of the Christian message does not consist
in an idea but in a fact: God has revealed

himself.” (13, cf. Pope Benedict XVI)

“The forgiveness of sins, justice, sancti-
fication, redemption, adoption as chil-
dren of God, the inheritance of heaven,
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and family life; in his professional life; in
fulfilling economic and social responsi-
bilities. Believers, in accepting the gift of
faith, ‘become a new creation; they receive
a new being; as God’s children, they are
now ‘sons in the Son.”” (20)

“Tradition and Sacred Scripture are firmly
united and interconnected, and they stem
from the same source, the Revelation of
Jesus Christ ... Tradition is not primarily

a collection of doctrines, but is a life of
faith that is renewed every day ... The
Magisterium performs the ministry of
safeguarding the integrity of Revelation,



the word of God contained in Tradition
and in Sacred Scripture, and its continual
transmission.” (25 - 26)

“Evangelizing is not, in the first place, the
delivery of a doctrine, but rather, making
present and announcing Jesus Christ.”

(29)
“The Church finds herself facing a new

stage of evangelization ... our times are
complex, pervaded by profound changes,
and in the Churches of ancient tradi-

tion are often marked by phenomena of
detachment from a lived ecclesial and
faith experience ... And yet the Holy Spirit
continues to arouse the thirst for God
within people, and within the Church a
new fervor, new methods, and new expres-
sions for the proclamation of the good

news of Jesus Christ.” (38)

The Holy Spirit is the soul of the evan-
gelizing church. For this reason the call
for a new evangelization has less to do with
the dimension of time as with making all
moments of the process of evangelization
ever more open to the renewing action of
the Spirit of the Risen One ... The Holy
Spirit knows well what is needed in every
time and place. (39)

The relationship between Gospel and
culture has always posed a challenge to the
life of the Church. Her task is to guard
faithfully the deposit of faith, but at the
same time “it is necessary that this sure
and immutable doctrine, which must be
given the assent of faith, be explored and
presented according to the needs of our
time. In the current situation, marked by
a great distance between faith and culture,
it is urgent to rethink the work of evan-
gelization with new categories and new
languages that may serve to emphasize its
missionary dimension.” (44)
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“This demand to which the Church must
respond at the present time brings into
focus the need for a catechesis that in a
consistent way can be called kerygmatic,
meaning a catechesis that is an entering
more deeply into the kerygma...(this)
proclamation can therefore no longer be
considered simply the first stage of faith,
preliminary to catechesis, but rather the
essential dimension of every moment of
catechesis.” (57) The consistent and recur-
ring witness of a catechist to the kerygma
invites a person into a radically new way of
life centered on the Good News that Jesus
loves us, died, and rose from the dead so
we may be reconciled to friendship with

God

The catechumenal inspiration of catechesis
does not mean reproducing the catechu-
menate in a servile manner, but taking

on its style and its formative dynamism,
responding also to the “need for a myst-
agogical renewal, one which would assume
very different forms based on each educa-
tional community’s discernment.” (64)

“Being Christian is not the result of

an ethical choice or lofty idea, but the
encounter with an event, a person, which
gives life a new horizon and a decisive

direction.” (68, cf. Pope Benedict XVI)

At the center of every process of catechesis
is the living encounter with Christ ...
Communion with Christ is the center

of the Christian life, and as a result the
center of catechetical action. Catechesis

is oriented towards forming persons who
get to know Jesus Christ and his Gospel
of liberating salvation ever better; who
live a profound encounter with him and
who chose his own way of life and his
very sentiments, striving to realize, in the
historical situations in which they live, the



mission of Christ, which is the proclama-

tion of the Kingdom of God. (75)
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1. The Directory for Catechesis makes clear that
the proclamation of the kerygma, at the core

of all evangelizing and catechetical activity, is
rooted in the fact of Revelation and its transmis-
sion in Tradition and Sacred Scripture. Why is
Revelation a foundational starting point for the
Church’s evangelizing mission, and catechesis
within it How is Revelation a starting point for
your catechetical ministry?

2. Discuss three elements of the nature of
Christian faith, as presented in the Directory for
Catechesis (17 - 21). Identify three challenges to
Christian faith that impact the Church’s minis-
tries of evangelization and catechesis today?

3. The three major parts of the Directory for
Catechesis develop the catechetical journey
under the primacy of evangelization. What is
the relationship between evangelization and
catechesis, as presented in Chapter I of the
Directory for Catechesis! How is evangelization
and catechesis related in your pastoral ministry
in service of the Church?

4. Discuss the three accents of catechesis in ser-
vice of the new evangelization presented in the
Directory for Catechesis (nos. 48 - 54): catechesis
in a “missionary going forth,” catechesis under
the sign of mercy, and catechesis as a “labora-
tory of dialogue.” How does your catechetical
ministry serve the new evangelization under
these three accents?

5. What is kerygmatic catechesis, according to the
Directory for Catechesis! Discuss New Testament
formulations of the kerygma (article 58, foot-
note 5). Then, share examples of catechetical
moments when the kerygma is presented over
and over again. What are obstacles to an evange-
lizing catechesis in your ministry and how might
these challenges be overcome?

6. How is the baptismal catechumenate a source
of inspiration for all forms of catechesis? (61

- 65) Identify one catechetical moment (e.g.,
Confirmation preparation) and reflect on how
catechesis may be inspired by the style, the
formative dynamism of conversion, and the
emphasis on liturgical symbols in the baptismal
catechumenate.

7. The Holy Spirit is the soul of the evangelizing
Church, notes the Directory. How is the Holy
Spirit the soul of your evangelizing and catechet-
ical ministry.

8. What are some challenges to the incultura-
tion of the Gospel today? Identify some “new
categories and new languages” that the Directory
for Catechesis calls for in the inculturation of the
Gospel today.

9. Discuss each of the five tasks of catechesis
presented in the Directory for Catechesis (79 -

89). Discuss how the five tasks of catechesis

are closely related and inter-dependent in the
Church, in your parish, and in your catechetical
ministry’

10. The Directory for Catechesis notes that, “at
the center of every process of catechesis is the
living encounter with Christ ...Communion
with Christ is the center of the Christian

life, and as a result the center of catechetical
action” (75). How is the essential Trinitarian
Christocentricity of catechesis expressed in your
catechetical ministry?

11. Discuss each of the seven sources of
catechesis presented in the Directory for
Catechesis (90 - 109). How do these sources
inspire and shape your catechetical ministry?
What sources of catechesis remain to be inte-
grated into your catechetical activities’



JOURNAL NOTES - space for participant to record responses/insights:

CLOSING PRAYER - Gospel reading of the
day and spontaneous prayer guided by leader or
participant.
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UNIT 3: CHAPTERS III AND IV
THE VOCATION AND FORMATION OF CATECHISTS

OPENING PRAYER - Prayer to the
Holy Spirit

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful.

And kindle in them the fire of your love.

Send forth your Spirit and they shall be created.

And you will renew the face of the earth.

Lord, by the light of the Holy Spirit

you have taught the hearts of your faithful.
In the same Spirit help us to relish what is right

and always rejoice in your consolation.

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The English translation of the Prayer to the Holy Spirit from A Book of
Prayers © 1982, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc.

(ICEL). All rights reserved.

OBJECTIVES:

Understand the call and vocation of the
catechist within the call and vocation of
all the baptized to proclaim the Gospel
in word and deed, rooted in a personal
experience of God and a living relation-
ship with Jesus Christ in the power of the
Holy Spirit;

Reflect on the catechists’ call to serve the
Church in catechetical ministry and to col-
laborate, support, and extend the catechet-
ical ministry of Bishops, priests, pastors,
deacons, and consecrated religious;

Reflect on the importance of, the criteria
for, and centers for catechist formation
and the need for ongoing evangelization
and formation of catechists at all stages of
ministry; and

Discuss three key interrelated dimensions
of catechist formation and apply that
understanding to one’s own catechetical
formation and ministry.
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OUTCOMES: By the end of this unit a partic-
ipant will be able to:

Reflect on one’s call to catechetical minis-
try in light of the Directory for Catechesis’
reflections on the identity and vocation of
catechists;

Articulate an understanding of the three
key dimensions of catechist formation
with personal application; and

Identify concrete ways to grow in the
attitudes and skills of a catechist through
participation in ongoing programs of cat-
echist formation at the parish or diocesan
levels and avenues of personal growth in
the spiritual life.

OVERVIEW OF KEY THEMES FOR A
LEADERS’ PRESENTATION:

Vocation of a catechist (Chapter III)

>

>

The Directory for Catechesis gives priority
to the vocation and formation of cate-
chists in its third and fourth chapters.
Reflection on the vocation and formation
of catechists begins with the outpouring
of the Holy Spirit, who gives a variety of
gifts for the building of the community of
faith. (110)

Baptism and Confirmation incorporate a
Christian into the mystery of Christ’s life,
death, and resurrection, establishing a par-
ticipation in his office as priest, prophet,
and king. All the faithful are called to wit-
ness to the Gospel, proclaiming it by word

and deed in the Christian life. (110)

Some within the community of faith are
called by God to cooperate with bishops
and priests in carrying out the ministry of
the Word. The “ministry of catechesis” is



indispensable for initiation and growth in
faith and occupies a significant place in
the multiplicity of ministries by which the
Church realizes her evangelizing mission.

(110)

The specific vocation of the catechist is
grounded in the common vocation of

all the faithful, that is, the entire com-
munity of the people of God. The whole
Christian community bears responsibility
for the ministry of catechesis. The cate-
chist belongs to the Christian community
and his or her service is lived within the
community of faith that offers accompani-

ment in the faith to all. (111)

God calls people to his service to extend
his providential care for the members of
the community. There are many reasons
why catechists receive the call to serve the
word of God. It is the Holy Spirit who
moves the heart and mind to respond to
God’s call to serve in catechetical ministry
by which a person participates in Jesus’
mission of inviting his disciples into his

filial relationship with the Father. (112)

By virtue of Baptism every catechist is: a
witness of faith and keeper of the mem-
ory of God; a teacher and a mystagogue;
an accompanier and educator. (113)

A catechist is formed to be an expert in

the art of accompaniment, in being a travel-
ing companion who journeys with others
in the process of formation and maturity
in the Christian life in constant openness

and docility to the Holy Spirit. (113, ¢)

The bishop has primary responsibility for
catechesis in the diocese and for preach-
ing, promoting, and providing for vari-
ous forms of catechesis. The Directory for
Catechesis outlines six expressions of the
bishop’s concern for catechetical ministry

in his diocese. (114)
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» The priest, as the bishop’s first co-worker
and by his priestly mandate, has the
responsibility for enlivening, coordinating,
and directing all catechetical activities in
the community. The Directory for Catechesis
outlines six tasks of catechesis proper to a
pastor, and to priests in general. (116)

» A deacon serves a variety of catecheti-
cal ministries through instruction and
through ministries of charity in the family,
for the sick, elderly, immigrants, and pris-
oners. Permanent deacons who live the
married state are witnesses to the beauty
of the sacrament of marriage and serve
catechesis of all families within the com-

munity. (117 - 118)

» The apostolate of consecrated persons
who are dedicated to catechetical min-
istries contributes to the vitality of
catechesis with its religious, social, and

pedagogical riches. (119 - 120)

» Lay catechists serve the word of God pri-
marily through the witness of their lives.
The vocation to the ministry of catechesis
flows from Baptism and Confirmation
and one’s personal relationship with
Jesus Christ lived within the community
of believers. The Church encourages and
confers the mission of catechesis in those
who respond to God’s call to serve the

community. (121-123)

» As “primary educators in the faith” of
their children, parents are active partici-
pants in catechesis. In their catechetical
role parents are supported by godfathers,
godmothers, and grandparents, whose
faithful witness to the Christian life is an
invaluable part of family catechesis. (126)

» In imitation of Mary, the Blessed Mother
of God, and faithful women in the
Gospels, the Church’s ministry of cat-
echesis has been enriched by the women



who offer their service as wives, mothers,
catechists, and as professionals. (127

- 129)

Formation of catechists (Chapter IV)

>

The formation of catechists is a pro-

cess that serves the transformation of a
Christian who internalizes the message
of the Gospel under the guidance of the
Holy Spirit within the community of the
Church. (130 - 131)

Catechist formation is a deeply transforma-
tive process that goes beyond instruction,
moral exhortation, and updating of pas-
toral techniques and methods. Catechist
formation is an ongoing work of openness
to the Holy Spirit who conforms the
baptized to Jesus Christ and sends them to
proclaim the Gospel and to witness to its
transforming power in their lives. (131)

The goal of all forms of catechist forma-
tion is to prepare missionary disciples as
active participants in evangelization who
communicate the riches and beauty of the
Gospel by accompanying and educating

believers in the faith. (132)

The group of catechists in a parish and
diocese have a particular role in the for-
mation of catechists. Groups of catechists
share the journey of faith and pastoral
experiences with priests and mature
together in their identity as catechists. The
group of catechists is the setting in which
they are continually evangelized and expe-
rience new formative opportunities. (134)

Criteria for catechist formation includes: a
spirituality of mission and evangelization,
integral formation, formation in the art
of accompaniment, consistency among
formative styles, cultivation of the attitude
of docibilitas and ongoing self-formation
and growth in the Christian life, and the
“dynamic of the laboratory” or “learning
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by doing” guided by mentors in forma-

tion. (135)

The Directory for Catechesis identifies three
key interrelated dimensions of the forma-
tion of a catechist: formation in “being a
catechist” and “knowing-how to be with” oth-
ers; formation in knowledge that includes
biblical-theological formation and under-
standing of human beings and social con-
texts; and pedagogical and methodological
formation that forms a catechist as an
educator and communicator. (136 - 150)

Formation in knowledge of faith includes
knowledge of salvation history, the essen-
tial core of the Christian message summa-
rized in the four pillars of the Catechism
of the Catholic Church, and principal
teachings of the Magisterium on the proc-
lamation of the Gospel and catechesis.
Awareness of ecumenical and inter-faith
contexts should be included in the forma-
tion of catechists. (144)

Instruction on evangelization and cat-
echesis is an important part of the cat-
echetical formation of candidates for
Holy Orders, who are constituted, by the
sacrament of Orders, to be ministers of

the Word of God. (151 - 153)

Centers for the formation of catechists at
the parish, inter-parish, or diocesan levels
offer basic, systematic, and high-quality
formation as well as opportunities to build
ecclesial communion among communities
of catechists. Higher institutes for experts
in catechetics are to be encouraged as well.

(154 - 156)

LEARN FROM THE DIRECTORY FOR
CATECHESIS:

» The specific vocation of the catechist has

its root in the common vocation of the
people of God, called to serve God’s plan
of salvation on behalf of humanity. (110)



» The whole Christian community is

responsible for the ministry of catechesis,
but each one according to his particular
condition in the church: ordained min-
isters, consecrated persons, lay faithful.

(111)

The true protagonist of all authentic cat-
echesis is the Holy Spirit, who by means
of the profound union with Jesus Christ,
which is nurtured by every catechist, gives
efficacy to human efforts in catechetical
activity. This activity is carried out in the
bosom of the Church ~ the catechist is

a witness to her living Tradition and a
mediator who facilitates the incorporation
of new disciples of Christ into his ecclesial

Body. (112)

The vocation to the ministry of catechesis
flows from the sacrament of Baptism and
is strengthened by Confirmation, both
sacraments through which the layperson
participates in the priestly, prophetic, and
kingly office of Christ ... This personal call
of Jesus Christ and the relationship with
him are the true engines of the catechist’s
activity: “from this loving knowledge of
Christ springs the desire to proclaim him,
to ‘evangelize’ and to lead others to the
‘yes’ of faith in Jesus Christ.” The Church
fosters and discerns this divine vocation
and confers the mission of catechizing.

(122)

Formation is an ongoing process that,
under the guidance of the Spirit and in
the living womb of the Christian com-
munity, helps the baptized person to take
shape, which means unveiling his deepest
identity which is that of being a son of
God in profound communion with his

brothers. (131)

The work of formation acts as a transfor-
mation of the person, who internalizes the
evangelical message existentially in such
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a way that it may be light and guidance

for their ecclesial life and mission. It is

a process that, taking place deep within
the catechist, profoundly touches their
freedom and cannot be reduced simply to
instruction, to moral exhortation, or to an
updating of pastoral techniques. (131)

Formation sets as its goal making cate-
chists aware that as baptized persons they
are true missionary disciples, meaning active
participants in evangelization, and on this
basis are enabled by the Church to com-
municate the Gospel and to accompany

and educate believers in the faith. (132)

The Christocentric goal of catechesis
shapes the entire formation of catechists
and asks that they be able to conduct the
catechetical journey in such a way as to
bring out the centrality of Jesus Christ in
salvation history. (132)

“The Christian community is the origin,
locus, and goal of catechesis. Proclamation
of the Gospel always begins with the
Christian community and invites man to
conversion and the following of Christ.

It is the same community that welcomes
those who wish to know the Lord better
and permeate themselves with a new life.”
The consummate place of formation for
the catechist is therefore the Christian
community, in the variety of its charisms
and ministries, as the ordinary environ-
ment in which one learns and lives the life

of faith. (133)

Listening to the needs of persons, pastoral
discernment, concrete preparation, imple-
mentation, and evaluation of the path-
ways of faith constitute the moments of a
process of ongoing formation for individ-
ual catechists. The group of catechists is
the real context in which each one can be
continually evangelized and remain open
to new formative contributions. (134)



» The formation of the catechist includes

various dimensions. The deepest one has
to do with being a catechist, even before
acting as a catechist. Formation, in fact,
helps them to mature as a person, as a
believer, and as an Apostle. This dimen-
sion is also viewed today in the sense of
“knowing-how to be with,” which high-
lights the extent to which personal iden-
tity is always a relational identity. (136)

Formation will also be attentive to the
dimension of knowledge, which implies

a twofold fidelity to the message and to
the person in the context in which they
live. Finally, since catechesis is a commu-
nicative and educational act, formation
will not neglect the dimension of practical
savoirfaire ... These dimensions of the
formation of catechists are profoundly
correlated, being aspects of the indivisible

unity of the person. (136 - 137)

Centers for the basic formation of cate-
chists, whether parochial, interparochial,
or diocesan, have the task of presenting a
systematic fundamental formation ... This
formation, which has the value of being
systematic because it conveys a general over-
view, should be of high quality and guaran-
teed by the use of specialist formators with
a good pastoral experience and sensibility.
Since formation also provides opportuni-
ties to get to know and to exchange ideas
with other catechists, it nourishes ecclesial
communion. (154)
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1. Reflect on your first experiences of God, as a
child, a youth, an adult. How have these expe-
riences of personal encounter and relationship
with God shaped your catechetical ministry?

2. How did you receive the call to serve the
community as a catechist! Name, with gratitude,
those who helped you to hear God’s call and to
respond with generosity in service to catecheti-
cal ministry.

3. How does your ministry as a lay catechist
support and extend the catechetical ministry

of the bishop, pastors, priests, deacons, and con-
secrated religious in your diocese and parish?
Why is it important for catechists to experience
their ministry as a collaboration with the entire
Christian community, and not feel isolated in
catechetical ministry?

4. The Directory for Catechesis gives priority to
“being a catechist” and being formed in “know-
ing-how to be with” others in the art of accom-
paniment. What does this priority in catechist
formation mean and why is this focus important
for your ministry as a catechist?

5. What forms of catechist formation have you
participated in since beginning your catechetical
ministry? What areas of catechist formation do
you need the most today! How do you continue
to grow in your living relationship with God,

in knowledge of the faith, and in the skills of
catechetical pedagogy, communication, and
teaching methods?

6. How are you connected to the group of cate-
chists in your parish, surrounding parishes, and
diocese! What are concrete ways to grow in sup-
porting and being supported by other catechists
in your local and diocesan community of faith?

7. How can you invite and encourage others to
consider service to the people of God by answer-
ing God’s call to catechetical ministry?



JOURNAL NOTES - space for participant to record responses/insights:

CLOSING PRAYER - Gospel reading of the
day and spontaneous prayer guided by leader or
participant.
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UNIT 4: CHAPTERS V, VI, AND VII
PEDAGOGY OF FAITH; THE CATECHISM OF THE
CATHOLIC CHURCH; CATECHETICAL
METHODOLOGY

OPENING PRAYER - Prayer to the
Holy Spirit

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful.

And kindle in them the fire of your love.

Send forth your Spirit and they shall be created.

And you will renew the face of the earth.

Lord, by the light of the Holy Spirit

you have taught the hearts of your faithful.
In the same Spirit help us to relish what is right

and always rejoice in your consolation.

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The English translation of the Prayer to the Holy Spirit from A Book of
Prayers © 1982, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc.

(ICEL). All rights reserved.

OBJECTIVES:

Understand the process of catechesis as
it relates to the pedagogy of the faith, the

Catechism of the Catholic Church, and meth-

odology in catechesis;

Understand how the pedagogy of God,
the pedagogy of Jesus Christ, and the
pedagogy of the Holy Spirit shape the
pedagogy of the Church and the “how-to”
of the ministry of catechesis;

Understand the criteria for the proclama-
tion of the Gospel inspired by the peda-
gogy of God that is rooted in the Word of
God;

Understand the history, identity, aim, and
audience of the Catechism of the Catholic
Church, and its sources and structure.
Reflect on the theological- catechetical
significance of the Catechism;
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Understand the relationship between cat-
echetical content and method and the role
of human experience, memory, narrative,
and artistic languages; and

Reflect on the intersection of digital lan-
guages and tools with catechesis. Reflect
on the role of the Christian community as
the primary agent of catechesis.

OUTCOMES: By the end of this unit a partic-
ipant will be able to:

Articulate the meaning and pastoral
implications of the divine pedagogy in the
pedagogy of God, the pedagogy of Jesus
Christ, and the pedagogy of the Holy
Spirit that inspires the pedagogy of the
Church;

Articulate criteria for the proclamation
of the Gospel in catechesis shaped by the
pedagogy of God and rooted in the Word
of God;

Reflect on the content of catechesis
as summarized in the Catechism of the

Catholic Church;

Discuss the relationship between cat-
echetical content and method, the role
of human experience, memory, narrative,
and artistic languages, and the role of the
Christian community; and

Reflect on the catechetical use of digital
languages and tools at the service of the
new evangelization.



OVERVIEW OF KEY THEMES FOR A
LEADERS’ PRESENTATION:

Divine and human pedagogy (Chapter V)

>

The themes in this unit focus on the
process of catechesis covered under three
main topics: the pedagogy of the faith, the
Catechism of the Catholic Church, and issues
relating to methodology in catechesis.

Divine revelation shapes the content and
the methods of catechesis. Revelation
unfolds in salvation history as a pedagogy,
or method of instruction with distinctive

features. (157 - 159)

In the divine pedagogy, God’s loving com-
munication unfolds in a divine-human
dialogue that instructs in the ways of God.
The methods of catechesis are shaped by
the divine pedagogy. (157 - 159)

The distinctive features of the pedagogy of
God include: the divine initiative of love
and mercy; the dialogue between God and
[srael; meeting humanity in the concrete
circumstances of their human condition
to free them from sin; patient, progressive
instruction that engages listening and
fosters maturity in faith; and the teaching
of wisdom adapted to the times and situa-
tions of the people. (158)

The divine pedagogy is manifested in

the mystery of the incarnation, when the
Archangel Gabriel announces to Mary
that she will be the Mother of God.
Mary’s response in her fiat is the model of

Christian faith. (159)

The pedagogy of Jesus is seen throughout
the Gospels as Jesus the Teacher speaks
and instructs his disciples and followers.
The distinctive features of the pedagogy
of Jesus in the Gospels include: outreach
and welcome of the poor, sinners, and the
simple; proclamation of God’s kingdom as
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good news that liberates from sin; and the
dialogue of salvation in parable, meta-
phors, and images that reveal the mystery
of God’s love fulfilled in the Paschal
Mystery of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrec-

tion. (160-161)

The pedagogy of the Holy Spirit includes:
the call to the community of the Church
rooted in the communion of the Father,
the Son, and the Holy Spirit; the call to
respond in faith to God who reveals and
sustains with providential interventions
that make the divine action real and
present; the giving of the spirit of charity
that permeates the Christian life; and the
giving of courage to proclaim the Gospel
with boldness in every time and place,
even in the face of opposition and rejec-

tion. (162 - 163)

Catechesis inspired by the divine peda-
gogy expresses the following characteristics
in presenting: God’s initiative of gratu-
itous love as the reason for all things; the
universality of salvation; the centrality of
Jesus Christ in a catechesis as a pedagogy

of the incarnation; the call to conversion of
faith; the progressive na